ARCHITECTURE
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2020 hos been an extraordinary year, on a ruly global scale. Through all human history,
thera have bean vary few evant 1o link us together as a spedies in the way Covid-19 hos.
Billions of people, from evary continent and nation, united by the wide-ranging effects of the
pandemic, with local or natienal lockdowns, sudden resirictions on movement,

and the impact the virus has had on employment,

Throughout this, architecture and design have remained a steady, solid constant.

Those shuck at home — with the same view from their window, day after day, the same walls,
flooms and ceilings surrounding them, or the same, shart and necessary route fo the grocery
store — perhaps bagan to take notice of their suddenby-limited experience of architecture and
design in a differant, fresh way. Perhaps they noticed what worked to soothe orinspire,

to provida strength in a ime of need — and what did the opposite,

Singe i conception, the Architecture MasterPrize has always shared

the vary bast of architectural, intericr, and landscape design, and 2020 s no different.
In these pages, you will find beauty and skill, ingenuity and creativity, and elegant ideas
expertly realised — ulimately, things that are needed, mare than ever.

Increasingly, we are sesing projects addressing pressing ecclogical and environmantal needs,
an understanding that new wirys to solve old problems are nesdad, and a wave of gresn
architecture projects inspiring hope. Architechure has always held a power to change and,

if the quality of our ertrants is anything to go by, we stand ot a point in history where the limir
of what was previously possible are now baing pushed far beyond, as new technologies and
materials enable stunning designs and ideas 1o be sketched, refined and, ulimately, buikt.

From our Designs of the Year, through our Bastof the Best salaction, our ‘Winners,
Honarabde Mentions, Architectural Products, and our Student Winnars, one thing you will
nofice is a consistency of intelligent thought, of minds working together on problems and
finding solutions. This year, this has been reflected 1o a wider oudience, as architects and
designers have helped in the fight against Covid- 19, voluntearing their skills to aid thase
in nead, often at an incredible speed.

For our |urars, themselyes brilliont minds from across the archilecture and design world, it gets
harder and harder to salect our winners, as the standard of enries increases evary year, and
2020 proyided the very best crop yet. As far as problems go, this is a very good one 1o have.

It is truly an honor and a joy to share and celebrate these projecs with you. Congratulaticns
1o all our winners — and thank you for sharing your work with us and the wider world.

Finally, if one result of Covid-19 is a revitalised interest and appredation of design, in the literal
fabric that makss up our homes, cur workplaces, and the wider environment around us
— then this 2020 Architecture MasterPrize book is the parfect place to start.
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